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Cu: rſed be their Anger, for it was fierce, and their Cu 
e Wrath, for it was cruel. 5 
E arc now met together to return 
- our Praiſe and Thanks to God for 
Two of the greateſt Deliverances 
f which He ever wrought for this 
(Church and Nation. FVV»w¼ůirF; nn” 
It is this Day a Hundred Nears ſince the Firſt of theſe 
our Deliverance from the Powder-Treafon, which | 
mention, that we may look upon it as the more ſo- 
lemn Return of che Day after the Revolution of an 
Ae; And that we may Praiſe God the more heartily 
from this Conſideration, That we have ſo long En- 
joyed the Bleſſing of it, and that we have til] the Li- 
berty to mcet here ro Worſhip God in Purity, and 
to acknowledge His Mercies to us, notwithſtanding 
all the Plats ot the ſame Party againſt us ever ſince. 
The other Deliverance we are to Commemorate, 
is that by our Late Glorious K. Milliam. The Plot a- 
ainſt-us in this later Caſe did indeed not look fo 
Fregiel as in the former, but the Deſtruction of our FE 
Religion, and our Liberty, had very probably been e 
more effectually brought about, had not God been I 
pleaſed to raiſe us up a Deliverer. Tis to this that 
we owe the Enjoyment of our preſent Gloriom QUEEN, 
of our Parliaments, and of our Church, and that we N 
have the Power left us at leaſt of Fighting for the Li- Þ* 
bertiet of Europe; Ina Word, this was a Deliverance WV” 
as much defired and longed for before it came, as per- 
haps any, ever was, however it may have been ac- 
knowledged ſince. | | 
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But it 1s, not my Deſign to enlarge upon theſ 
ings ſo. well known to molt. that, hear me, but 
all proceed to the Words of my Text, and fro 
nce take Occaſion to ſpeak to ſome Matters proper 
the Reafons of our Meeting together this Day. 
Curſed be tbeir Anger, for it was fierce, and their Wrat! 


for it was Cruel. VVV 
Theſe Words were ſpoken by Facob, upon Occa- 
n of the Barbarous Murder of the Sichemtes by h. 

o Sons, Simeon and Levi, of which you have a 
ge Account in the 34th Chapter of this Beok ; and 
ey eaſily put us in Mind of the Black Attempt of this 
ay ; an Attempt, as in it ſelf much more barbarous; 
allo much more inexcuſable, becauſe the Authors 
it profeſſed ar leaſt the Chriſtiana Religion, and did- 
under a Pretence of Zcal for it. The. Light of Na- 
re Would eaſily teach Men that the Authors of ſuch 
cll:fh Deſigns ought to be abominated by all Man- 
ad, but much more the Chriſtian Religion, which is 
dt ſo eminent in any Thing, as in that great Degree 
Love, and Gentleneſs, and Meeknęſs it requires 
om all its Members. It not only forbids Murder, 
d much more the Murdering in a manner a whole 
ing dom together, but it forbids all, Eph. 4. 31. 32. 
rat h, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evilſptabing, and 
mmands that we ſhould be Lind, and tender- Bearted, 
giving one another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
given ut; If any differ from us, it requires that 
e ſhould endeavour to reſtore them in a Spirit of Meek- 
{s, that we ſhould with Meekneſs inſtru? thoſe that op- 
e themſelves, 2 Tim. 2. 25. lu a Word, our Saviour 
th left this as the diſtinguiſhing Character of Chri- 

lans, that they Love one another; Fohn 13. 35. By 
i ſhall all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
ve one for another. . . 
But it will perhaps be asked, if this be the True 
| | | WET K Chri- 
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Chriſtian Temper, how e to pafs that we o 
fo much of a contrary. Spirit in moſt of the Difpuſpa 
that are, or have been among Chriſtians? No DG 
putes being managed with more Heat than thq⸗ 
about Religion generally have been. e. 

Now 1a Anſwer to this, it muſt be ſaid, that FF ! 
queſtion a great dea] of this has proceeded from ta 
ſame Fountain that other Sins do; from Pride a3 
Anger, and other Corrupt Affection But yet if Id 
ſearch Things to the Bottom, we fhall find fonfſr 
other Accidental Cauſes which may have had a grꝗnc 
Influence in promoting this Humour in the World 

I. It is to be e e that many of thoſe w 
have 2 good Senſe of God and Religion, yet ne 
were, and Jam afraid are never like to befo wiſe 
they ſhould be ; Good Men may be miſtaken, at 
will therefore ſometimes put a great Value up 

What does not deſerve it; aud ſometimes there: 

Occaſions which do truly require our Zeal and Co 
«rn ; when a Mar is thus warmed by Religion, 
Paſſions may inſenſibly come into the Matter: Tyra 
Vices of the Mind are not at any Time ſo eaſily dv 

cerned as the groſſer Sins which belong to' the Bod) 
But when once they are mixed with a Zeal for Rel 
gion, it is then much more difficult to find them o 

and He muſt be a Wiſe as, well as a Good Man, w 
can keep all ſuch Mixture out of his Soul when 14 
has to do with that warm Work. CC 
2. Ir is tobe Conlidered, That if Contentious aſhr. 
Unrcaſonable Men will begin a Quarrel, tho' it Et 
about ſmaller Matters; thoſe who moit deſire to 
at Quiet, cannot always enjoy what they deſire, bn 
may be engaged without their own Fault in ſuchſ 
Conteſt. And this isa Caſe very often happens in i t 

World, that Men are drawn into Contentions by iſthe 
Perverſenefs of other People, in Things which tho! 
| | Ig Wou 
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- Mould otherwiſe lay very little Streſs upon; for it 
uſſÞay not be fit to ſuffer themſelves, and the Socict: 
D which they belong, to be run down by Noiſe air, 
he 


amour, tho the Matters in themſelves are not of very 
car Moment; and in this Caſe, tho' a great Stir 


able with che Fault of it. | 

3. I doubt it often happens that Men foment Heat, 
d Auimoſities, and keep up Parties, that they may 
rve their own IF, nts by being at the Head of thein; 
nd Good Men do not always know cnough of the 


e | | n 

d Ford to be aware of this, or to ſuſpect the Deſigus 
wi choſe who profeſs great Zeal and Friendſhip for 
eyycm, and by this Means they are often berrayed into 


e another, which will almoſt of Courſe raiſe Heats, 
d unjuſt Cenſures, and ſometimes make Men pro- 
d to Acts of Violence. This has been fo common a 


— 
2e 


ander- by, that one would wonder it ſhould ſo ge- 
rally ſucceed as it has done. 
ve that our own Diviſions at Home could not have 
n kept up ſo long, and ſo apparently againſt the 
tereſt of our Church and Nation, or have been carried 
with ſo much Heat, withour ſome ſuch evil Pra- 
. | Wn” 

4 It muſt be Confeſſed that upon theſe, and other 
counts that might be mentioned, all Parties of 
riſtians have gone too much from the True Spirit 
the Goſpel in the Management of their Differences 
th one another. But I do not know any Party of 
pen who make it a Principle of Religion, and a neceſſary 
chþty to Murder or undoe Men for the ſake of Chriſt 
tt choſe of the Chruch of Rome; The Truth of it is, 
that Religion, ſo far as it differs from ours, confilt 
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made, yet a few Perſons only may be juſtly Char 


And I cannot but be- 
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ſe ſpreaſonable Fears, and ſealouſies, and Suſpicious of 


actice, and ſo obvious generally to all indifferent 
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thibolly of Human Inventions, brought in to ſerve the 
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Pride, and Intereſt, and 4 of thoſe that are t 
. Governows of it,” fo it has been promoted and catrifÞ®: 
| on in the World, with more Barbarity, and Cruel 
and Oppreſſion, I won t ſay than any Religion ever w. 
4 but than any other Deſign whatever: We have ma 
N Arguments both from Scripture and Antiquity, and t 
Common Senſe of Mankind to prove the Falſhood 
that Religion; but there is nothing that does ſo ic 
mediatly thock a Man that reads the Scriptures, aff 

| ſees there, what Love, what Mildneſs, what Gent 
| neſs, what Beneficence, is required toward one ah 
ther, and to all the World, I fay, nothing doesÞ1 
immediately ſhock a Man who reads theſe Thi 

every where in Scripture, as to conſider the great Ir 

charitableneſs aud Cruelty of that Church both to Þcc 

Souls, and Bodies of all that differ from them; e 

| their Soul, by pronouncing all to be damned che 
b | die out of their Communion; how innocent and pi! 
ſoever they were in their Lives; and to their BeH. 
by either burning, or effectually undoing them wh the 
ever they have it in their Power. Pf 
The Apoſtle tells us, that the Viſdom that u fn 
above 1s firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be the 
treated, full of Mercy and good Fruits, and therefore qv! 
tainly that Church cannot be guided by this Heavſthe 
Viſdom, which judges ſo uncharitably of the Sal! | 
tion of ſo many Chriſtians, and commands all P hi 
ces under Pain of Excommunication to extermiſfer 
and root theih it. Per 
gut before ] proceed any further in this Matteſ put 
think it will be fit to take Notice of an Objec ted. 
that is frequently made, and that is, that we Ie. 
no Reaſon to complain of their Cruelty to us ſincqÞati 
dave made ſo many ſevere Laws againſt them, N 
3 * therefore He are guilty of Perſecution as wel® © 
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Now in Anſwer to this it m 


for what teaſons we did it; but they themſelves muſt 
onfeſs that notwithſtanding theſe Laws they ſtill are 
able to live among us, as their Predeceſſors have done 


i Oppreſſion, that I cannot hear of any Number of 
Families that have trauſplantedthemſelves into other 

ountries, tho they might have Sold their Eſtates, 
and have carried what they had along with them. 


Hitherto done fo from Father, to Son, and have been 
Protected in them by the ſame Laws that other Sub- 


verity of our Laws may make in other Countries, 


zitHow glad would Proteſtants in France, or Spain, or 
% Cray, to ſay nothing of other Countries, be to enjoy 
the Libetty and Quiet they enjoy among us? They 
have been liable to no Maſſacres, nor the Severitics of 


n 1nquifition, nor the Barbarity of Dragooning; and 


hoſe of their Religion Abroad have not ſeen them 
. come by Thouſands, Naked and Deſtitute to Beg 
theft bread among them, and glad they could get out 
alf their Native Country upon any Terms. Theſe 
Pthings. We have ſeen from time to time, and conſi- 
imdering the many Proyocations we have had of all 


ſorts, it is a great ſign of the merciful temper both of 


eur Country and Religion that we have not retalia- 
ted. I would only obſer ve one thing more upon this 
lead, and that is, that notwithitanding the open vio- 
cation of our Laws ina Late Reign, and the tears the 
ation was put into from thoſe of that Religion, ver 
ef 21] the popular Tumults that happened upon that 


count, not oue of them that I en Hr of loſt theit - 


A4 „ 


uſt be confeſſed that we 
Fl 2 / þ | 
Have made many ſevere Laws againſt them, and! 
hall take notice preſently upon what occaſions, and 


ver ſince the Reformation, and that with fo little 


Many of them enjoy very great Eſtares, and have 


jects were: And therefore whatever clamour the Se- 


wilkhole who Live here ſee very little of the effects of it. 
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the Govcrament legal) proved. 135 1 41 
But in the next place, it will be fit to conſider what i ta 


realons we may ſuppoſe the Nation went upon inf rh 
making thoſe Laws that are againſt them, and mn not cr 
allowing them the fame Toleration it has allowed toſ n. 


many others who Diſſent from the Effabliſued Church. 10 


1. The Firft that I ſhall mention is the Nature offi C 
their Publick Warſhip, which we believe to be Idelatrom, 
and. conſequently very diſhonourable to God, and] ni 
Feſ# Chriſt, and therefore not fit to be puplickly ſuffer - it 


ed by any that do believe it to be fo. We fee that] ir 
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of our private opinions they cannot pretend that there i 


Gad in the Old Teſtament frequently reproves thefſ cc 
Kings of raelznot only for ſuffering the groſer IdolatryP} a: 
of the Heathen; but alſo for not taking away thar leſſer & 


of the Calves of Dan and Berbel, which was in many] d 


reſpects leſs than that with which we charge theff a. 
Church of Rome. And indeed the calc is very diffe- tl 
rent between conniving at the private opimions of Men] tc 
when there is nothing in their way of Worſhip inju- 
rious to the Divine Majeſty and ſuffering the Honour 
and Worſhip due only to God to be publickly given tof 
Creatures. And in this reſpe& we —— more 

reaſon to Prohibit the exerciſe of their Rel gion than 
they can ſo much as pretend to Prohibit ours if they 
had Power to do it : For whatever they may think 


any thing wicked or injurious to God's Honour in our 
Worſhip ; and therefore at the beginning of the Refor4y| g 


mation in Queen ElizabetFs Reign the Papiſts them 5 
lelves generally came to it, and continued to do fo till 1: 
the Pope fearing that this might” inſenſibly bring cd 
them over to us, forbad it. C2 4 
As for our Charge of Idolatry againſt that Church 4 
I have not time now to inſiſt at large upon it, and a 
therefore I ſhall ſay nothing of vheir Workiopiog ol a 


a | Images 


— 


and above all of the Bieſſed Virgin; But would only 


take notice of what is their daily ſervice, the Sacrifice of 


the Maſs, in which if they cannot prove the abſurdeſt 


thing in all che World, Tranſſubſt antiation, they can- y 


not deny but a little Wafer has every Op Divine Ho- 
nour paid to it, and is Worſhipped in 
(„ 8 . 


I know that they ſay for themſelves, that the Ho- 
nour is intended to Cbriſt, and if they are miſtaken 


in the Object, they hope that Ie will excuſe it: But 
in Anſwer to this I would only put a parallel Iuſtan- 
ce; Suppoſing there ſhould be Perſons in the World, 


as ſome ſay there are, that do believe there is but one 
| God, that made the World, and all things in it, and 
do believe withal the Sun to be this one God, and do 


accordingly Worſhip it as ſuch; I would ask whether 
this be not Idolatry? And yet their intention is as much 
to Worſhip that one God that made the World, as it 


is the intention of the Papiſt to Worſhip, Jeſus Chrift in 
the Maſs ; and the miſtake of the object in thu Caſe 
one would think ſhould be at leaſt as excuſable as in 
the other; for it is much more agreeable to common 
Senſe that ſo Glorious a Being as tlie Sun ſhould be 


God, than that a Mafer or a bit of Bread ſhould be ſo. 
2. It is to be conſidered in the next place, that thoſe 


of the Church of Rome own a Perton for the Head of.” 
their Church who is a Foreigner, and allow him very. 
great Prerogatives, and therefore at beſt can hꝭ bur h 


Subjects, at leaſt to a Proteſt ant Prince: But this is 


not the worſt of it; This Head of their Church is 


declared Enemy to all Proteſtants; and at the fame 


me pretends to a Power to Fxcommunicate them, to 
diſſolve their Governments, to deprive their Prices, 


and to abſolve theit Subjx&s from their Aliegiance, 


and to give away their Country to ſuch of his W 


Com- 
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© Communion as will endeavour to get it. They can- 


not deny but that theſe are the Pretenſions of the 
Head of their Church, and have been ſo for above 


| yoo, Years at leaſt, and that he challenges this Power 


not from any humane Conſtitutions, but tmmediate- 
ly trom Feſus. Chriſt, whole Vicar he. pretends to be: 
And to fix theſe things the faſter upon their Conſci- 
ences, a great part ot that Communion pretend that 
he is Infallible. It cannot certainly be denied bur theſe 
Principles muſt be very dangerous to. Proteſtant Prin- 
ces and States, and that they have reafon to keep un- 
der all thoſe whom they ſuſpect to be guided by them. 
Bur further yet, theſe Principles have frequently been 
put in practice. Their own Hiſtorians give us an Ac- 
count of great number of Princes that have been De- 
poſed by the Pope, and its very well known what 
was Attempred againſt our Famous Queen Elizabeth, 
which cauſed. ſo many Rebellions and Plots againſt Her 
through the whole Courſe of her Reign, and the In- 
veſion of the Kingdom by a Foreign Prince, which 
vety probably had taken eſſect, had not God appear- 


ed ſignally in Her Defence, oO cs his mighty 
1 


Flcer by Storms and Tempeſts, more than we could do 
by any Power we could bring againſt it. I do not 


tay that al the Papiſts in England joyned then with the 


Pope _ the Seen, but it's certain that many of 
them did; and as for thoſe that did not, it does not ap- 


pcar that it was out of a Principle of Loyalty, to the 
Queen, or Love to their Country, but only out of Fear 


of the Queen's Power: this we have reaſon to judge 


- 


by another Bull ſent over from rhe Pope at their Deſire, 


wherein [Camb. Eliz, p. 316. Ed. Ludg. Bat. 1639. ] HE 


excuſes them from endeavouring to depoſe the. 2uven, 
till they ſhould have a fair Opportunity to do it: And 


It is not unlikely but there may be ſuch Bulls as theſe 


it Favour of our preſent LUEEN, who is every 
wh Ou e 


and Quiet as ot 


difown it, as ſome pretend to do, they ought in Rea- 


Year Excommunicated at Rome in the Famous Bulla 
Cænæ, that Catholicks ſhall not be bound in Con- 


ſcience to attempt any thing againſt Her, till a French 
Power ſhall make the Succeſs probable; but if in the 
mean time any of them ſtall have a Mind to venture 


their own Lives by endeavouring to take away Her's, 


that it ſhall not only be lanful, bit highly meritoriomsto. 


do it, and they ſhall be reckoned Martyrs if they ſuffer 
for it, as the Plotters of this Day generally are. It 
was upon Account of theſe Principles and Practices 


that the ſevereſt Laws we have againſt them were 


made in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, [Camb. Elis. 
An. 1570. ] whereas before that Attempt againſt Her 
by the n Lived with as much Peace 


lick Exerciſe of their Religion. 


_- To Conclude this Head, The Depoſing Dodlrine is 


by Great Vid Le.. Diſcuſſio Decreti Mag. Conc. Lateran. 


p. 89.] Writers of their own Church ſaid to be «e- 


termined by no leſs than Seven General Councils, 
which perhaps is more than can be ſaid for any one 


Article of the Trent Creed, and to have been put in 
Execution upon above [Bzov. de Pontif. Rom. p. 611, 


612, &c.] Thirty Kings and Princes, and therefore 


muſt be a Doctrine of their Church, or they will 
have much ado to Salve the Honour either of Popes or 
K oe EIS | 


It therefore highly concerns all of that Church in 


this Kingdom to conſider well of this Matter; if they 


do ſtill own this Doctrine, they have no reaſon to ex- 
pect but that we ought to look upon them as publicł 


Enemies, that are bound to do us all the Miſchief they 
can as ſoon as it is in their Power; That which may 


be only a Speculative Error in other Countries, is a 
moſt dangerous practical one in this: But if they Will 
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er Subjects did, only without the ab- 
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call it, has determined, That all Princes ought to take 
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. jon to reuounce Communion with the Pope, as being 
a Bram and an Uſurper, that pretends to a Power 
from Jeſus Chriſt which He nevet gave him, that 


would lead his Follower; nto Rebellion, and Murder, 
and Perjury, and into all the Sins and Miſeries which 

theſe Principles have frequeutly caufed,and may pro- 
bably caule again: And till they will do this, we have 
no Reaſon to truſt them who are under the Govern- 
ment, and whoſe Conſciences are under the Influence 
of ſuch a Perſon. There is this further Reaſon why 


they ſhonld renounce his Communion if they diſcbe- 


lieve this Doctrine, that the Falſhood of his Pretence 


in this Point, is a certain Argument againſt his Infalli- 


bility, to which alſo He has long pretended; and con- 
jequently that he is not only an Uſzrper, but an Here- 
rich, and an Impoſtor; for there cannot well be a 
greater Hereſy than the prerending to be the Infallible 
| En Church, if Jeſiu Chriſt 
has not appointed him to be fo: And this is what 
they would certainly cry out againſt as the blackeſt 

Hereſy in any body elle that ſhould pretend to it; and 


therefore it they do believe this to be a falſe Pretcnce 


in the Pope, they ought to look upon it to be as much 
Hereſy in him, as they would believe it to be ſo in any 


other Perſon. 


>. The Laſt Reaſon I ſhall in ſiſt upon, is, what I. 
have already taken notice o the Craelty and Barba- 
rity of the Church of Rome towards all Proteſtants; 
and that upon ſuch ſteady ſettled Principles of Pexſe- 


cution interwoven with their Nelgion, that we have 


Reaſon to Expect the ſame Treatment from them 


that our Predeceſſors have met with, if ever we ſhall 


L 


he ſo unhappy as to fall under their Power. 
The Great Council of Lateran, [Concil. Lat. ſub In- 
nocentio Tertio, Can. 3. de Hæret. ] as they commonly 
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an Oath to Exterminate all Hereticks out of their Domi- 
nions, that is, either baniſh or kill them; but the lat- 


ter has been the more common Way: And that if 


any Prince refuſe to do this, then the Metropolitan and 
Biſhops of the Province muſt Excommunicate Him: And, if 


after all, He remain contumacious, and have fo much 
Tenderneſs for his Subjects he that will not exter- 


minate them, tien the Biſhops muſt ſignify it to the Pope, 


that he may di poſe him, abſolve hu Subj: &s from their Alle- 
giance, and give away bu King dom to Catholicks; that is, 


to thoſe that will deſtroy the Hereticłs, for it ſuppoſcs 
none to be Carholitks that will not do this. This is 
the Determination of that Council, and the Conſe- 


quence of that, is, that all Princes of that Commu- 


nion who do believe their Religion muſt think them 
ſelves bound in Conſcience to act accordingly, when 
it is in their Power: And it they have any Tenderneſs 


of Nature, which makes them ſhrink at fuck Barba- 
rous work, they muſt look upon that to be Weakneſs 


and want of Faith: And if they have given their Sub- 


jet any Promiſes or Oaths to the contrary, all theſe 
muſt be null and void; or however, if they want any 


Diſpenſation, the Pope will be always ready to give it 
them, and grant them withal not only Forgiveneſs of 


, 


all their Sins, but higher degrees of Glory in Hea- 
ven for ſuch Meritorious works. . 
Theſe things are not mere Speculations, but have 
been confirmed to us by the almoſt conſtant Practice 
of ſeveral Hundred Years; I may ſay conſtant, ex- 
cept when apparently it could not be done without 
great inconveniences another way; ſo that what by 
Cruſado's, by Maſſacraces, by Inquiſitions, and other 


Methods of that kind, more Chriſtian Blood has been 
ſhed by that Church in this part of Earope only, than 


was by the Heathen all the Wrold over in all the Jen 


Perſecutions; | ſay much more; as far as we can judge 


by 
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by the remaining Accounts we have of that matter. 
_— - I is well known what we ſuffered in England during 
16 the ſhort Reign of Queen Mary, but that was nothing, 
in compariſon of what other Nations ſuffered : We 
are told by an Hiſtorian [Fath. Paul, Hiſt. of the Bn 
Council of Trent. I. 5. p. 387. J that livd and died in In 
their Communion, that in the Low Countries only, a I 
place of leſs extent than England, in zhe compaſs of 
a very few V earsʒa little before their Civil Wars broke II. 
out; what by Hanging, Beheading, Drewning, Jarman, In 
and Burying Alive, no leſs than Fifty Thouſand loſt their I 
Lives for Religion. As for France, if we take in the I} 
Perſecutions ot the old Albigenſes, what was done at Ie. 
the beginning of the Reformation, and what has been III 
done iu our own Time, the Number of thoſe that 
have been Burnt or Maſſacred, or otherwiſe put to I 


Death, or forced to fly their Country, will amount Ie 
to many Hundred Thouſands. 5 in. 
But I would not proceed in this matter any further, leſt I ſhould ſeem Ni. 


to incite to the ſame Barbarities toward them; which, God knows) 18 

not my Intention, as it is not agreeable to the Mildneſs of that Holy ef 
and Merciful Religion which ve profeſs ; And all that I would Inter a! 
from what has been ſaid is only this, That fince that Church is ſo irre- i 
concileable to all others, and muſt and wil! Perſecute whenever it is in Mn, 
their power, that we have a right in our own defence te do what ſhall be I, 


=_ neceſſary to keep them under, that they may not be able to do us miſ- tro 
i chief; but that in this we ought not. to judge by Anger or Reſentment 10 
but by the true nature aud neceſſities of things. | ſna 

Give me Leave to make ſome Application and ſo 1 ſhall Conclude. , 

1. From what has been ſaid, we may ſce what Reaſon we have to Mc, 


Bleſs and Praiſe GO D for his conſtant Protection of us againit all the ak 
Plots and Deſigns of That Church, and eſpecially for the Two great he 
Deliwerauces which we thrs Day Commemorate, Let the Conſidera- _ 
tion of this great Mercy ot GOD to us, make us put a Yale upon our Pen 


Religion, and endeavour to live up to it, and to do all we can to en- Hat 
[> gage G O D {till co ftand by us, that neither we nor our Poſterity may 7 
AF ever fall into the Hands of thoſe Mercileſs and Cruel Men. Our Enemies * 


are not yet paſt Hope, they have a mighty Power abroad to ſupport and Ih, p 
encourage them, aud we are divided at home who ſhould oppoſe and N: 
_ *elift them, and, which adds to the Melancholy Proſpect, we are roo lei 

| | = | many 
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many 0b us, by our Sins and Abominations provoking G O to leave 
vs ; Ir is much to be feared, that not withſtanding all His Mercies to us, 
yer * is as much open Vice, as much Forgetfulneſs of God, as much 
Irreligion and Infidelity as ever; I wiſh I could ſay there were not more. 

This is thereſore what I would earneſtly recommend to all that hear 
me, That we would all ſeriouſſy conſider what we can do to cure that Spi- 
rit of Irreligion and Infidelity, which has not only ſpread ir ſelf largely, 
but is grown impudent, and ſeems to defie Heaven; I believe I need not 
ſay how much danger we muſt be in of God's leaving us, if we leave Him, 
not that I would charge this upon the Boay of the Nation, God forbid, 
| hope there are but very few, compared to the whole, that run into thels : 
Impieties; but I am afraid the Nation will be chargeable with not lay- 
ing the matter to heart as they ought to do, with not being ſo tender- 
ly concerned as they ſhould be at the growing of an evil fo Hurt. 
able to God, and ſo dangerous to the Souls of Men: And if this be the 
Caſe, have we not juſt reaſon to fear leaſt God ſhould Pave us of the 
Bleſſing of the Goſpel, which we value fo little 

Religion and Liberty are the Two greateſt Bleſſings that God can 
beſtow upon any People; and eſpecially ſo when they go together: 
Let us have a care that we do not ſet one of theſe againſt the other, 
for that is the readieſt way to be deprived of 40th: Give me leave 
therefore to Propoſe One or Two Things turther to Jan Conſidera- 
ion about this matter. | 

1. The Firſt is this, That Irreligion and want of Principles is more 
eſpecially dangerous to a Free People, where many mult be concerned 
in Publick Councils; There will be always ſo much danger of core up- 
tion, Private Intereſt, or Faction in ſuch a People, that unleſs GOD 
and Conſcience come in to keep them in Order, they will have much ado 
o hold long together; And therefore, who ever ſet up for being Pa- 
trons of Liberty, ſhould at the ſame time {et up for Patrons of Reli- 
ion, for otherwiſe the more Liberty we have, the more Danger we 
mall be in of being undone. | 

2. The Second Confideration I would propoſe is this, That thoꝰ the 
orrupt and Libertine Way of Talking ſo common among us may be 
aken up by ſome to go as far from Popery, and other Things which 
hey are pleaſed to call Superſtition, as they can; Yet. in Truth there 
s great Danger that ſuch a Humour, if it ſhould grow any thing 
general, wouldar laſt lead back to Popery again, as all Extremes are 
aturally apt to produce one another. As in the State, the immode- 
ate Abuſe of Liberty commonly ends in Arbitrary Power, ſo it is in 
eligion, for Popery is Arbitrary Power there. And as the true Way 
o preſerve any Legal Conſtitution, is to keep it with in its due Bounds, 
9 avoid any exorbitant Uſe of Liberty; ſo the hkelieſt Way to keep 
Men ill in Love with that Tiny which Ged and Nature hath given 
us 


— * , # N > 


+ El 85 N for on? ſclves i in Religion, is to uf it it with Sobriety 
and. am fatisfied that there is nothing that has ſo much hindred the 
' Progreſs of rhe Reformation, or been a greater Prejudice againſt it in 
the Minds of Conſideri ing Perſons than Exceſſes in this kind. But be- 
fides this, a State of Scepriciſm. and want of Principles, however it 
may pleaſe for a little while, yet muſt be after ſome I ime very uneaſy 
to the Minds of - Men ; there will be ſecret Obubt inge and Miſ- giving 
in their Conſciences, eſpecially when eat h approaches, or Affiiions 
come upon them, then none are commonly fo Snperſtitions as.they ; 
When they have tired themſelves with all the Maxes of Septiciſm, 
then nothing is ſo welcome as an Infallible Church, whoſe Opinions 
may be ſwallowed down in the Lump without con fi ering ; eſpecially iff 
we add what other Advantages that Church has to deceive aying Sin- 
ncrs after'a wicked Life, To Conclude this Head, Irreligion and 
Superſtition are naturally apt to produce one another; the Superſtiti: 
on of one Age commonly begets Irreligion in the next, ſo when that 
hath- taken its Courſe, and quite wearied Men with the fad Effects off 
it, it commonly ends in Superſtition again. 

The Lalit Advice I would give is in the Words of the Apoſtle, ſpo- 
ken indecd in anorher ſenſe, but yer very proper for our pr. ſent Cir- 
cumſtances; Stand faſt therefore in the liberty wherewith God hath 
made you free, and be not intaugled again with the Yoke of Bondage. 
| Popery is a Yoke that neither we nor our Fathers were able to bear; 
We had like not long fince to have had it fixed upon us, by a Prince of 
that Religion, but God was pleaſed wonderfully to deliver x us, and 
hope we ſhall all be ſo wiſe as to fa»d by this his 10 to us, and 
endeavour to tranſmit it ſate to our Poſterity, 3 

We have had but Two Princes who openly Profeſſed he Popiſh Res 
ligion ſince our firſt Reformation, in the Time of Edward the Sixth; 
They Both Promiſed us fair at the ff caming to the Crown, but how 
they performed their Promiſes is very well known: And if ever we 
ſhonld be fo unhappy ae to fall under the Power of aut her, we may 
depend upon it, the caſe will be ſo again. Thoſe Two Princes I men- 
tioned were Perſons whoſe Words might have been depended upon in 
any Cale except that of Religion ; but no Popiſh, Prince can with 3 

good Conſcience perform a Promiſe to protec? a Proteſtant Church, 
bur till he has an opportunity to orpreſs it, which by the Laws. of Po- 
pery he is bound to do as ſoon as it is in nis Power; and, therefore all 
Promiſes or Oaths to the contrary mult be elleemed by him to be null 
and void. Bur, Bleſſed be God, we are now ſo ſecured by good Law 
that we cannot eaſily miſcarry again in this Point without our ow# 
fault: Let us therefore depend upon God's Aſſiſtance, and go on coura 
Siouſiy; Let no Enemy fright us from our conſtancy, nor any, pre- 
rences of fair promiſes ever delude us into danger again. 
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